
Page 1 
  

L O U I S I A N A 
WATERSHED 

I N I T I A T I V E  

Preapplication Fact Sheet 
  
Upper Terrebonne Basin Watershed Pump Station 
1151 

  

Applicant Information 

Applicant Organization type 

Iberville Parish Council Parish Government  

 

  
Project Information 

Proposed project name 

Upper Terrebonne Basin Watershed Pump Station 

Project type 

Stormwater Management 

Targeted flood/water management problem 

The pump station is proposed to relieve flooding in the Upper Terrebonne Basin which 
includes Iberville, Pointe Coupee and Pointe Coupee Parishes.  The existing Bayou Sorrel 
Lock serves as a navigation lock and also serves as a flood control structure on the Gulf 
International Waterway (GIWW) which is the major stormwater receiving stream for the 
three parishes.    The Upper Terrebonne Basin is a closed drainage system and is bordered 
to the east by the MS river levee system and to the west by the Atchafalaya levee system, so 
all stormwater from the basin must flow south via the GIWW.  The existing lock allows 
runoff from the GIWW into the Atchafalaya Basin via gravity flow when water levels in the 
Atchafalaya Basin are down, but when water levels are too high in the Atchafalaya Basin, 
flooding and backwater flooding occurs throughout the three parishes. Providing a 3,000 
cfs. pump station is critical to providing flood relief for the parishes and preventing 
reoccurring flooding. 

Project type description 

The project will consist of the design and construction of a 3,000 cfs pump station to be 
located near the Bayou Sorrel Lock which was completed in 1951 in Iberville Parish  and is a 
feature of the Mississippi River and Tributaries, (MR&T) Atchafalaya Basin, Louisiana Project 
(ABLP).  The project will address flooding and backwater flooding in the Upper Terrebonne 
basin which consist of Iberville, Pointe Coupee and West Baton Rouge Parishes. The 
existing lock is a navigation feature, but also serves as a flood control structure for the Gulf 
International Waterway (GIWW) which is the major stormwater receiving stream for all 
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stormwater runoff draining from Iberville, Pointe Coupee and West Baton Rouge Parishes. 
Previous studies and levels of design have been conducted by the USACE to increase the 
stormwater conveyance capacity at the Lock, but funding has not been available.   
Reoccurring flooding in Iberville, Pointe Coupee and West Baton Rouge have 
demonstrated that the undersized lock and reoccurring high water levels in the 
Atchafalaya Basin have proven the need for a pump station for the upper basin to provide 
stormwater relief. The proposed pump station will pump stormwater runoff from the 
GIWW into the Atchafalaya Basin and spillway to decrease flooding in the Upper 
Terrebonne Basin.  This will result in decreased repetitive and reoccurring flooding the 
three parishes and in addition provide additional freshwater to the Atchafalaya Basin which 
will improve water quality within the Basin.   Although the pump station is only in the 
conceptual stage, it is anticipated that there will be no negative effects resulting from the 
project. This pump station is to be constructed to help mitigate and control the water level 
of the GIWW. Iberville Parish is prepared to dedicate any and all resources necessary to 
rapidly move this project forward to construction. 
 

Project type description for “Other Innovative” and “Replicable Flood Control 
Activities” 

 

Watershed region Description for multi-regional benefits 

Region 6 N/A 

Most benefited parishes 

Iberville, Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge 

Benefits for LMI areas? 

Yes 

Benefits for disadvantaged communities? 

Yes 

Does it increase flood risk? Explain flood risk impacts 

No  
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Alignment with Existing Plans and Ordinances 

Does the project align with the following? 

State and local plans Yes Statewide Transportation 
Plan 

 

State Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

Yes Needs Assessment of the 
State’s LWI Action Plan 

Yes 

Coastal Master Plan  Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

Yes 

Wildlife Action Plan  Local Master Plan  

Inland Water Body 
Management Plan 

 Stormwater of Floodplain 
Management Plan, as 
applicable 

 

Scenic River 
Management Plan 

 Natural Resource and/or 
Open Space Management 
Plan, as applicable 

 

Other local/state plans or ordinances with which the proposed project aligns 

Iberville Parish Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2021 
Upper Delta Watershed Plan 

Cost-benefit analysis conducted? Nature-based solutions included? 

No Yes 

Benefits analysis description Nature-based solutions description 

 The project will provide freshwater to the 
Atchafalaya Basin to improve water quality and 
wetland rehabilitation. 
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Funding/Investment Information 

App. Round 2 funding request Previous investments for this project  

$5,000,000 Yes 

Federal funding investments Investment amount 
  

No  

Source and status Use  

  

State funding investments Investment amount 
  

No  

State funding sources  

 

Use 

 

Private funding investments Investment amount 

No  

Sources and status Use 

  

Local funding investments Investment amount  

Yes 60,000 

Sources and status Use  

Iberville Parish Government 
Pointe Coupee Parish Government 
West Baton Rouge Parish Government 

Conceptual planning 

Other funding Investment amount  
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No  

Sources and status Use  

  

For which stage of the project are you seeking funding?  

Engineering & Design 

If you selected Construction, is the project 
already underway? 
   

Will the project require access to land? 
  Yes 

Has the land access required been obtained? 
  No 

Has an H&H modeling study been 
completed? 
  No 

Has an operations and maintenance plan 
been prepared? 
  No 

Percentage of design work completed 
  0% 

  
  
 Information Provided by: 

Name Job title 

John Clark Environmental Manager 

Phone number Email address 

225-687-5152 jclark@ibervilleparish.com 




