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L O U I S I A N A 
WATERSHED 

I N I T I A T I V E  

Preapplication Fact Sheet 
  
Bayou Napoleon Regional Detention 
1102 

  

Applicant Information 

Applicant Organization type 

Parish of Ascension Parish Government  

 

  
Project Information 

Proposed project name 

Bayou Napoleon Regional Detention 

Project type 

Flood Storage 

Targeted flood/water management problem 

The Bayou Napoleon and Irish Canal Watersheds are comprised of urban areas within the 
City of Donaldsonville, rural crop fields, and industrial development tracts surrounding the 
city. These drainage basins are plagued by both riverine and backwater flooding as a result 
of sediment accumulation in the channels. A confluence point between the Irish Canal and 
Bayou Napoleon exists outside the city limits of Donaldsonville which causes 
bottlenecking, further exacerbating flooding in both watersheds. Several low-to-moderate 
income neighborhoods, including Crescent Place, Acadian Gardens, Hadrian Place, and 
Bonadona-Cataldo, are particularly affected by nuisance flooding and structure inundation.     
 

Project type description 

The West Bank Regional Detention project aims to mitigate the routine flooding of 
structures and roadways within the Bayou Napoleon and Irish Canal drainage basins by 
constructing a 43-acre regional detention pond adjacent to the confluence point of the 
Irish Canal and Bayou Napoleon.  The Bayou Napoleon regional detention pond will be 
constructed by excavating an area adjacent to Bayou Napoleon to an invert that is equal to 
that of Bayou Napoleon. A weir structure will be constructed near the upstream end of the 
pond. As the water rises in Bayou Napoleon due to flow entering the channel from the Irish 
Canal, it will overtop the weir and enter the pond. Two culverts will be installed near the 
downstream end of the pond to allow for water to discharge from the pond after the peak 
of the storm has passed, and the water in Bayou Napoleon begins to recede. An inline 
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sediment control check dam will be fitted to both pond outlets, thereby preventing 
sediment and debris that has entered the pond from reentering Bayou Napoleon. These 
detention pond will mitigate the routine flooding in the Bayou Napoleon and Irish Canal 
Watersheds by providing additional storage for stormwater runoff.   

Project type description for “Other Innovative” and “Replicable Flood Control 
Activities” 

 

Watershed region Description for multi-regional benefits 

Region 6  

Most benefited parishes 

Ascension 

Benefits for LMI areas? 

Yes 

Benefits for disadvantaged communities? 

Yes 

Does it increase flood risk? Explain flood risk impacts 

No  
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Alignment with Existing Plans and Ordinances 

Does the project align with the following? 

State and local plans Yes Statewide Transportation 
Plan 

 

State Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

 Needs Assessment of the 
State’s LWI Action Plan 

Yes 

Coastal Master Plan Yes Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

Yes 

Wildlife Action Plan  Local Master Plan  

Inland Water Body 
Management Plan 

 Stormwater of Floodplain 
Management Plan, as 
applicable 

 

Scenic River 
Management Plan 

 Natural Resource and/or 
Open Space Management 
Plan, as applicable 

 

Other local/state plans or ordinances with which the proposed project aligns 

 

Cost-benefit analysis conducted? Nature-based solutions included? 

No No 

Benefits analysis description Nature-based solutions description 
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Funding/Investment Information 

App. Round 2 funding request Previous investments for this project  

$14,977,541 Yes 

Federal funding investments Investment amount 
  

No  

Source and status Use  

  

State funding investments Investment amount 
  

No  

State funding sources  

 

Use 

 

Private funding investments Investment amount 

No  

Sources and status Use 

  

Local funding investments Investment amount  

Yes $24,300.00 

Sources and status Use  

West Ascension Drainage, Complete 
 

Drone footage; H&H evaluation 
 

Other funding Investment amount  

No  
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Sources and status Use  

  

For which stage of the project are you seeking funding?  

Engineering & Design, Construction 

If you selected Construction, is the project 
already underway? 
  No 

Will the project require access to land? 
  Yes 

Has the land access required been obtained? 
  No 

Has an H&H modeling study been 
completed? 
  Yes 

Has an operations and maintenance plan 
been prepared? 
  No 

Percentage of design work completed 
  10% 

  
  
 Information Provided by: 

Name Job title 

Kimberly Koehl Project Manager 

Phone number Email address 

225-644-5523 kkoehl@mckimcreed.com 




