Project Name: Des Allemands Breakwater
Project ID: 1039
Applicant: North Lafourche Conservation, Levee and Drainage District

Region: Region 6

How well does the project concept appropriately address the flood risk problem described? Are there
alternatives that could be more effective or efficient?

It is unclear whether the concept appropriately addresses flood risk problem based on information
provided. Flooding on Hwy. 90 is identified as the problem. This project would address some wave-action
overtopping south of US90 due to south winds in through Petit Lac Des Allemands and Dufrene Ponds,
which is now basically open water. This project is unlikely, however, to eliminate flooding from events like
Hurricane Ida. Breakwaters are unlikely to exclude sustained surge.

Alternative of elevating roadway may be more effective. It is unclear how long the wave break would
extend to provide protection.

Are there any clear opportunities to make the project more effective, e.g., in terms of flood risk
reduction, benefits to water quality, or natural functions?

Full protection would likely require a floodwall.
Are there any particular implementation challenges that the project may face?

Bayou Des Allemands is a Louisiana designated Scenic River. Certain activities are prohibited, and others
require permitting. As proposed, the project will require coordination with and, if permissible, permitting
from the LDWF Scenic Rivers Program. LDWF Scenic Rivers staff should be contacted for additional
information early in the design phase of the project.

Are there any additional ideas for improvement?

Is the road elevated or is the problem area in a portion of Hwy 90 that is not elevated? This would help
assess if other improvements are possible. The applicant should consider constructing the breakwater in a
way that would allow for joint planting riprap (per NRCS established guidelines) with woody
cuttings/plantings to naturalize the structure, provide riparian habitat value and other natural functions.
LDWEF Scenic Rivers staff can provide the applicant information on these techniques.

Is the project consistent with any relevant state plans? If not, how could it be adjusted to be consistent?

Project is not expected to have significant long-term adverse impacts to water quality. Any impacts during
construction are expected to be minimal and temporary as long as the appropriate best management
practices are used. The proposed project is located along the boundary between Subsegments 020201
and 020301 of Bayou Des Allemands. According to Louisiana’s Water Quality Management Plan
Subsegment 020201 has TMDLs addressing biochemical oxygen-demanding substances and nutrients, and
Subsegment 020301 has a TMDL addressing biochemical oxygen-demanding substances. According to
Louisiana’s 2022 Integrated Report, Subsegments 020201 and 020301 are impaired due to non-native
aquatic plants and turbidity.



Shoreline protection and Marsh Terracing is generally consistent with the Coastal Master Plan. Project
likely requires a coastal use permit.

Barataria Basin management plan (LDWF Inland fisheries) indicates significant commercial catfish and
recreational black bass fishery. Project not inconsistent with plan; more information is needed on location
of the wave break. No negative impacts expected to freshwater fishery.

This project would support the Statewide Transportation Plan by providing significant erosion protection
to the thin strip of land separating US90 from open water,

What is your overall assessment of this project in terms of potential to meaningfully contribute to LWI
goals of flood risk reduction, maximize the natural functions of floodplains etc.?

It is unclear if the project concept will significantly reduce flood risk. While this project proposes to
construct a barrier to protect, overall the description doesn’t demonstrate how it will solve /alleviate the
flooding issue.

The benefit area seems overestimated and is likely limited to the 2.3 mile stretch along US90 adjacent to
Dufrene Ponds/Bayou des Allemands. Preapplication needs more information on wave break location and
dimensions as well as what type of flooding is being addressed (coastal storm surge, rainfall/stormwater,
riverine?)
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