Project Name: City of Donaldsonville Stormwater Master Plan
Project ID: 1026
Applicant: City of Donaldsonville

Region: Region 6

How well does the project concept appropriately address the flood risk problem described? Are there
alternatives that could be more effective or efficient?

This project includes developing a stormwater masterplan for the areas along Bayou Lafourche by using

in-field assessment (i.e., CCTV & subsurface engineering services) and geospatial mapping to capture the
current condition and location of the stormwater conveyance system. The data will then be analyzed to
develop an action plan for necessary improvements and future use. A SCADA system and H&H modeling
will be utilized.

The long-term plan to resolving stormwater / flooding issues would be useful. Such a plan would aid in
identifying issues and prioritizing actions and activities that could later be addressed through projects and
actions. In the current preapplication, however, there are not many construction specifics except the
installation of flap gates and realigning box culverts. There is not enough information about the need for
emergency repairs.

Are there any clear opportunities to make the project more effective, e.g., in terms of flood risk
reduction, benefits to water quality, or natural functions?

There may be some opportunities to include nature-based solutions. One may be to allow for Bayou
Lafourche backwater flooding in certain uninhabited areas, restoring some level of natural floodplain
function/storage in these locations.

The construction work is poorly justified and would be better proposed once the master planning has
been completed.

Are there any particular implementation challenges that the project may face?

The project area includes existing historic districts in Donaldsonville as well as existing utilities.

Are there any additional ideas for improvement?

No, other than adding some nature-based solution concepts to the extent possible.

Is the project consistent with any relevant state plans? If not, how could it be adjusted to be consistent?

The application states the project aligns with several plans. The project area is located in subsegment
LA020401 (Bayou LaFourche) which is impaired due to non-native aquatic plants and fecal coliform based
on the 2022 Integrated Report. This subsegment has existing TMDLs for fecal coliform and biochemical
oxygen-demanding substances.

The project is not inconsistent with the Coastal Master Plan



What is your overall assessment of this project in terms of potential to meaningfully contribute to LWI
goals of flood risk reduction, maximize the natural functions of floodplains etc.?

Project area appears to be impacting the HUD MID, the DOTD disadvantaged community, the LMI Census
Block Group (>51%). Only a small portion of the project area might be within the FEMA 1% Flood zone.
This application is more for the study, data, etc. to develop a stormwater masterplan.
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