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WATERSHED Irish Canal Laterals Capacity Improvements
1025

Applicant Information

Applicant Organization type

City of Donaldsonville Municipal Government

Project Information

Proposed project name

Irish Canal Laterals Capacity Improvements

Project type

Stormwater Management

Targeted flood/water management problem

The Irish Canal Watershed plays a crucial role in draining a drainage basin of approximately
842 acres within the City of Donaldsonville, situated to the east of Bayou Lafourche. This
area encompasses a diverse range of establishments, including residential neighborhoods,
low-income housing, hospitals, schools, museums, cemeteries, churches, government
buildings, commercial buildings, and restaurants. To effectively manage the stormwater
from these urban areas, the watershed relies on a hetwork of channels and roadside
ditches, which transport the water into the Irish Canal. These channels run alongside
prominent roadways such as Thibaut Drive, LA 3089, and Peytavin Street. However, the
functionality of these channels has been severely compromised due to channel-bank side-
slope failure and various culvert deficiencies. As a result, riverine nuisance flooding is
common along streets adjacent to the channels, causing significant infrastructure
problems within the watershed.

Project type description

The proposed project aims to enhance the drainage system of the Irish Canal Watershed in
Donaldsonville by implementing improvements to the open channels and in-line drainage
structures along Thibaut Drive, LA Hwy 3089, and Peytavin Street. The capacity of these
channels has been compromised due to bank-slope failure and structure collapses,
restricting water from exiting the area during storm events thereby compromising
accessibility for emergency personnel and maintenance crews. To address these problems,
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the project will begin with preliminary brush and debris cleaning in the channels, followed
by the removal and replacement of in-line culverts and structures. More specifically, the
improvements along LA 3089 and Thibaut Drive will include the installation of 54"
CCMP/CCMPA and catch basins for a total length of 1500, as well as 1200’ of 42" RCP pipe
with catch basins respectively. The Peytavin Drive channel will undergo capacity upgrades
by increasing its cross-sectional area and re-grading the channel bottom. These essential
drainage improvements are expected to alleviate the recurring riverine flooding caused by
poor runoff conveyance. The project areas have been identified as being in a HUD-
identified Most Impacted and Distressed Parish and are prone to hazards such as land
subsidence and concurrent flooding. By allowing rainfall runoff to leave the drainage
system more efficiently than before, the mitigation actions of this project will have an
immediate impact on lessening the impact of future flood-related disasters in the
watershed.

Project type description for “Other Innovative” and “Replicable Flood Control
Activities”

Watershed region Description for multi-regional benefits

Region 6

Most benefited parishes

Ascension

Benefits for LMI areas?

Yes

Benefits for disadvantaged communities?

Yes

Does it increase flood risk? | Explain flood risk impacts

No




Alignment with Existing Plans and Ordinances
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Does the project align with the following?

State and local plans Yes

Statewide Transportation
Plan

State Hazard Mitigation Yes
Plan

Needs Assessment of the
State's LWI Action Plan

Coastal Master Plan Yes Local Hazard Mitigation Yes
Plan
Wildlife Action Plan Local Master Plan Yes
Inland Water Body Stormwater of Floodplain Yes
Management Plan Management Plan, as
applicable

Scenic River
Management Plan

Natural Resource and/or
Open Space Management
Plan, as applicable

Other local/state plans or ordinances with which the proposed project aligns

Cost-benefit analysis conducted?

Nature-based solutions included?

No

No

Benefits analysis description

Nature-based solutions description




Funding/Investment Information
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App. Round 2 funding request

Previous investments for this project

$1,915,850.00

Yes

Federal funding investments

Investment amount

No

Source and status

Use

State funding investments

Investment amount

No

State funding sources

Use

Private funding investments

Investment amount

No

Sources and status

Use

Local funding investments

Investment amount

Yes

$31,250

Sources and status

Use

Parish of Ascension, City of Donaldsonville

. In Progress

H&H Modeling, grant applications

Other funding

Investment amount

No
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Sources and status Use

For which stage of the project are you seeking funding?

Engineering & Design, Construction

If you selected Construction, is the project
already underway?

No
Will the project require access to land?

Yes
Has the land access required been obtained?

No
Has an H&H modeling study been
completed?

Yes
Has an operations and maintenance plan
been prepared?

No
Percentage of design work completed

15%
Information Provided by:
Name Job title
Kimberly Koehl Project Manager
Phone number Email address
225-644-5523 kkoehl@mckimcreed.com






