Project Name: Loop 945 Corridor Drainage Improvements
Project ID: 1024
Applicant: City of Donaldsonville

Region: Region 6

How well does the project concept appropriately address the flood risk problem described? Are there
alternatives that could be more effective or efficient?

The project proposed to reduce flood risk by removing vegetative growth along roadside ditches, replacing
undersized culverts and catch basins (~1800’ of 42” & 2000’ of 36” HDPE), recut roadside ditch slopes, and
regrade ditch bottoms. The project seems to address the flood risk problem by replacing the inadequate
stormwater conveyance system.

The severity of the flooding is not clearly defined, but the proposed improvements would help resolve any
pluvial flooding, which seems to be the issue.

Are there any clear opportunities to make the project more effective, e.g., in terms of flood risk
reduction, benefits to water quality, or natural functions?

There may be an opportunity to include nature-based solutions (NBS). The application mentions that a
cost-benefit analysis has not been completed.

Are there any particular implementation challenges that the project may face?

The project area includes an existing neighborhood with existing utilities.

Are there any additional ideas for improvement?

No, other than perhaps adding some nature-based solution concepts.

Is the project consistent with any relevant state plans? If not, how could it be adjusted to be consistent?

The application states the project does align with several state plans. The project area is located in
subsegment LA020101 (Bayou Verret, Bayou Chevreuil, Bayou Citamon, and Grand Bayou) which is
impaired due to dissolved oxygen, nitrate/nitrite, total phosphorus, non-native aquatic plants, and fecal
coliform based on the 2022 Integrated Report. This subsegment has an existing TMDL for biochemical
oxygen-demanding substances. Note, Bayou Napoleon is a tributary in the headwaters of the subsegment
LA020101.

The project is not inconsistent with the Coastal Master Plan
This project is consistent with local and State Hazard Mitigation plans.

What is your overall assessment of this project in terms of potential to meaningfully contribute to LWI
goals of flood risk reduction, maximize the natural functions of floodplains etc.?

Project area appears to be impacting the HUD MID, the DOTD disadvantaged community, and the LMI
Census Block Group (>51%). The project should reduce flood risks by replacing undersized stormwater
conveyance lines and regrading / reshaping roadside ditches.



Caution is needed with regrading ditch bottoms and/or reshaping ditch slopes. LDEQ’s Surface Water
Quality Standards outline the following protection for surface water flows:

“The natural flow of state waters shall not be altered to such an extent that the basic character and water
quality of the ecosystem are adversely affected except in situations where alterations are necessary to
protect human life or property. If alterations to the natural flow are deemed necessary, all reasonable
steps shall be taken to minimize the adverse impacts of such alterations. Additionally, all reasonable steps
shall be taken to mitigate the adverse impacts of unavoidable alterations.” LAC 33:1X.1113.B.10.

Without accurate project feature maps and other project specific information, it is difficult to make a full
assessment. Provided the work is indeed limited to ditches and artificial channels, there may not be
significant concerns related to ecological impacts; however, more information is needed to understand
potential environmental impacts and to explore any NBS opportunities.
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