SCPDC

Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Plan

MEMORANDUM

DATE: October 17,2023
TO: Josh Manning, Planner IV, SCPDC
CcC:

FROM: Alliance Transportation Group, LLC
RE: Public Engagement Summary

This memo provides a summary of public engagement activities conducted by South Central Planning and
Development Commission (SCPDC) for the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Plan (BPP). Engagement
efforts were conducted both online and in-person using advanced tools for outreach. First, the team
collected input through the release of an online public survey specific to the plan’s scope. Results were
summarized based on two sub-geographies within the region - the Bayou Region (Assumption, Lafourche,
St. Mary, and Terrebonne Parishes) and the River Parishes Region (St. Charles, St. James, and St. John the
Baptist Parishes), as well as by total region.

Next, SCPDC held a series of five in-person meetings that used Mentimeter, a live polling tool, to assess
people’'s thoughts and comments during a live presentation. The meetings were held in conjunction with
outreach events related to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for efficiency. The results described
below summarize those related directly to the draft Regional Bicycle and Safety Plan and active
transportation improvements.

Finally, SCPDC held a series of workshops in various locations throughout the region to interact with citizens
and collaborate on ideas for active transportation improvement and the overall BPP. Maps with proposed
bike lanes and improvements were developed as part of these workshops.



Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety Plan Survey

As part of the development of the BPP, SCPDC released an online survey to collect data throughout the
regional study area. Results provided below are based on data collected as of July 31, 2019, 23:00:00 UTC. The
survey aimed to determine the priorities of the public for bicycle and pedestrian connections, gaps in
connectivity, safety issues, why people either bike or walk, and the barriers preventing them from fully

engaging in those activities.
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The survey was conducted throughout the region with input summarized at the regional level and user
data summarized at both the parish and sub-regional levels:

Bayou Sub-Region River Parishes Sub-Region
o Assumption Parish o St. Charles Parish
o Lafourche Parish o St.James Parish
o St.Mary Parish o St.John Parish

o Terrebonne Parish

Results

The study involved a significant number of respondents from both regions. Respondents filled out surveys
on their own time or at workshops held in each parish. In the River Parishes Region, there were 1,771
responses to a survey, with a distribution of 53% submitted via mobile phone and 47% submitted through a

website platform.



River Parishes
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Figure 1: Response Methods (River Parishes)

River Parishes: Response Methods

m Via Phone M Via Website



In the River Parishes, the responses were geographically diverse, with 12% coming from St. Charles Parish,
43% from St. James Parish, and 44% from St. John the Baptist Parish.
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Figure 2: Respondent Parish (River Parishes)

River Parishes: Respondents' Parish

St. Charles Parish m St. James Parish m St. John the Baptist Parish




Furthermore, the age groups were well-represented, with 20% of respondents being 35 or under, 53% falling
between the ages of 36-55, and 26% being 56 and over.
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Figure 3: Respondent Age (River Parishes)

River Parishes: Respondents' Age

35and under m 36-55 56 and over




Bayou Parishes

Similarly, the Bayou Region had a substantial response with 7,200 survey participants. Responses were
balanced, with 49% via phone and 51% through a website.
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Figure 4: Response Methods (Bayou Parishes)

Bayou Parishes: Response Methods

= Via Phone = Via Website




Geographically, 3% of the respondents were from Assumption Parish, 49% from Lafourche Parish, 13% from
St. Mary Parish, and 35% from Terrebonne Parish.
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Figure 5: Respondent Parish (Bayou Parishes)

Bayou Parishes: Respondents’ Parish
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Age groups were also represented, with 33% of respondents aged 35 or under, 40% falling between 36-55
years old, and 21% being 56 and over.
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Figure 6: Respondent Age (Bayou Parishes)

Bayou Parishes: Respondents' Age

35and Under m 36-55 56 and Older

Respondents from both regions desired more neighborhood paths and paths connecting to the levees and
places near water. Additionally, respondents wanted a focus on connections to businesses, especially in
areas with high traffic volumes. Ideas suggested included buffered bike lanes with reflection markers, push




button crossings with overhead crosswalk stop signs, and crosswalk signs that include a red and caution
light requiring motorists to stop.
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Respondents listed the following reasons for walking and biking:
e Exercise and/or recreation
e Main source of transportation
Respondents listed the following reasons why they do not walk or bike:
e Do not enjoy walking/biking
e Unable due to mobility issues
e Barriers to Walking/Biking:
e Lack of sidewalks
e Lack of connectivity
e No destinations
e Do not feel safe
e No or not enough lighting
e No or little ADA compliance

The issues with lighting and safety appear in the same locations within the Bayou and River Parishes region,
with zip codes in Thibodaux and Houma as the most cited areas for these issues. Specific results from the
survey are shown in the following figures.



Displayed in Figure 7 and Figure 8, respondents indicated that many of them currently do not bike (17%),
but that many more of them would like to bike, if possible. Notably, the difference between current and
desired use extends to destinations like biking to parks, work, school, and local shopping.
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Figure 7: % of Respondents Who Like the Bike

| like to bike

® in my neighborhood
» the park, regional bikepath, levee paths, and parks
to work, school, or local shopping

I don't bicycle now



Figure 8: % of Respondents’ Desire to Bike
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| would like to bike
6% 3%

» within a mile of my neighborhood

= from my neighborhood to regional bikepaths, levees paths, and parks.
to work, school, or local shopping
I don't plan to bicycle

» I don't plan to bicycle, but | have family that would.



Figure 9 below displays why respondents currently bike. Most respondents currently bike for recreation or
exercise at 38% and 50%, respectively. Only 3% currently bike as a means of transportation. A combined 8%
include those who cannot bike (2%) or do not like to bike (6%).
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Figure 9: Why Respondents Like to Bike

Why | like to Bike

2%
3%

6%

50%

for exercise and health benefits

= for fun
as my main form of transportation
I do not like to bike

m | cannot bike



Respondents listed a variety of responses when asked about how often they bike. 17% listed they did not
bike. 11% are “captive cyclists,” meaning they do not have any other form of transportation. 30% only biked
for short trips. 21% biked more than a few miles a day. 18% tried to bike as often as possible compared to 3%

doing so as little as possible.
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Figure 10: How Often Respondents Bike

How Often | Bike

1%

\»

18%

3%

for short distances not far from home (less than a mile)
® more than a few miles a day

as often as possible

as little as possible
u All the time --1 have no other transporation

= | use a wheelchair, cruches, cane, and/or | have mobility issues

2 | do not bike
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Currently, 3% of respondents do not like to walk now, but a greater percentage of them would like to. 10% of
people currently like to walk to work, school, or local shopping, but 15% would like to. A similar increase can

be found in the number of people who currently like to walk to the park (38%) and the percentage that
would like to walk to the park (42%).

Figure 11: Where Respondents Like to Walk

| like to walk

® in my neighborhood = the park and/or scenic paths

to work, school, or local shopping = | don't like to walk now
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Figure 12 provides insight into where people would like to walk. There is a large difference between those
who currently like to walk to the park, work, school, or local shopping and the percentage of people who

would like to.

Figure 12: Where Respondents Would Like to Walk

| would like to walk
2% 1%

15%

m within a mile of my neighborhood
= from my neighborhood to park and/or scenic paths
to work, school, or local shopping

| don't plan to walk.

® | don't plan to walk, but | have family that would.
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Figure 13 captures the spectrum of responses when asked about how often they walk. 2% walk no matter
what because they do not have any other form of transportation. Most people only walk short distances
compared to those who walk more than just a few miles. More respondents walked as often as they could

than as little as possible.
Figure 13: How Often Respondents Walk

How Often | Walk
2% 2%

6%

19% . 43%

for short distances not far from home (less than a mile)
= more than a few miles a day

as often as possible

as little as possible
» | walk all the time --1 have no other transporation

= | use a wheelchair, cruches, cane, and/or | have mobility issues




A strong majority of respondents walk for exercise (60%) or for fun (35%). The remaining 5% are split
between walking as their main form of transportation, not liking to walk, or not being able to walk.
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Figure 14: Why Respondents Like to Walk

Why | like to Walk
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60%
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Figure 15 identifies issues that respondents face when walking in their neighborhood.

Figure 15: Issues Related to Walking in Neighborhood

| have problems walking in my neighborhood because

No sidewalks » Sidewalks do not connect » Sidewalks in poor condition
Lack of Lighting » | don't feel safe = No ADA facilities
® No where to go
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Figure 16 describes issues respondents face when walking in public spaces.

Figure 16: Issues Related to Walking in Public Places

| have problems walking in public places

= No sidewalks = Sidewalks do not connect
= Sidewalks in poor condition = Lack of Lighting

u | don't feel safe = No Public ADA facilities




Finally, Table 1 demonstrates the priority rankings of improvements respondents would like to see.
Neighborhood paths were ranked as the number one priority. Rural recreation paths and flat surfaces/no
obstacles also ranked highly. Lighting for night safety received a somewhat high score, with 16% of
respondents ranking it a high priority. The rest of the priorities include: greater connections to places of
interest like recreation, transit, schools, and businesses.
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Table 1: Respondent Priorities by Ranking Average

Priority Ranking % of Respondents Ranking Average*

Neighborhood Paths 424 18% 2.52
Rural Recreation Paths 362 15% 2.78
Flat Surfaces/No 365 15% 278
Obstacles
Lighting for Night Safety 384 16% 2.95
Connect to Recreation 367 15% 3.25
Connect to Transit 92 4% 3.42
Connecting to Schools 180 8% 3.44
Conn'ectlon to 212 9% 3.55
Businesses
Total Responses 2386 100% N/A

* Lower = better rank



Public Outreach - MTP and BPP

During multiple sessions held on April 24, April 30, May 1, May 2, and May 7, 2019, a total of 24 participants
attended public engagement meetings regarding both the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and
the Regional Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Plan (BPP). The respondents used a survey system, Mentimeter, to
interact with and comment on PowerPoint slides as they were presented. During the meetings,
respondents were asked about their transportation habits and preferences for various transportation
improvements. 10 of the 24 respondents drove to the meeting alone, 4 carpooled with two or more people, 1
used transit, and 5 did not answer. Figure 17 summarizes responses when asked about the desirability of
certain transportation improvements from 1to 10.
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Figure 17: Respondent Funding Priorities
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Figure 18: Sample Flyer for BPP Workshops

BPP Workshops

Throughout 2019, SCPDC held interactive
workshops to meet with citizens throughout the
region and obtain input on active transportation
needs. SCPDC distributed the flyer online to build
support for the regional Bicycle and Pedestrian
Safety Plan for the seven-parish area. People were
asked to participate by either filling out the online
survey or attending one of the workshops. Figure
18 displays an example of the outreach flyer used.

At the workshops, participants were provided
physical maps to outline areas that they wish had
better active transportation infrastructure. Figure
19 displays an example of a map of Assumption
Parish with markings for proposed improvements
and problem areas.

South Central Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) is requesting public nput for
the regional Bicydle and Pedestnan Safiety Plan. The goal of thes plan is the reduction of bicycle and
pedesirian related crashes, serious injunies and fatalites within our seven-parish area including
Assumption, Lafourche, $t. Charles, St James, St. John the Baptist, St Mary and Terrebonne
parishes.

There are two ways you can participate.

TAKE OUR ONLINE SURVEY: SCPDC has launched a pew intecactive digityl suryey that you can
take using your phone, tablet or computer. In as little as 5-minutes you can be part of the planning
process telling us your thoughts on funding priorities, your habits & needs, and even use an
interactive mapping tool to 200m n and tell us your safety concems andlor where you might want fo
see a3 new sidewalk or bike path. The survey can be found by wsiting our website at www scode arg.

PARTICIPATE IN ONE OF OUR WORKSHOPS: The public is also nvited to participate through a
senes of short, interactive workshops that will be held throughout the month June for 5t. James, St
John the Baptist and St. Mary parishes. If you miss the meetings or are unable to attend, please be

sure 1o take the online survey mentioned above:

Both are designed to provide planners with needed local knowdedge and expertise and provide
opportunities for you to share safiety concemns and potential solutions related 1o pedestrians and
bicyclists in your neighborhood and throughout the region

Workshops are scheduled for:

St James

June 4th. 5:30pm Courthouse Annex, 2631 Hwy 20. Vachene

June 20™, 5:30pm at the St. James Hospital Community Room, 1645 Lutcher Ave., Lutcher
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Figure 19: Example BPP Workshop Map (Assumption Parish)

Assumption
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